2007 California Boating Safety Report

Table of Contents

EXeCUtive SUMMANY ... 1
Section T:Introduction ... 9
A. Boating Accident Program ... 9
B. Boating Law Enforcement Programs ...................ooooiiiiiiii i 9
C. Boating Safety Education Programs ................cccouuiiiiiiiiiiii 10
Section 2: Boating Accident Program ... n
A. Limitations of the Analysis. ... 1
B. FINAINGS ... 12
C. Accidents Involving Personal Watercraft.........................cooo 15
D. Accidents Involving Water SKiiNg ... 17
E. Accidents InvoIving YOUthS ..................ooooo 21
F. Fatal Boating ACCIAENTS...........ooiiiii i 22
G. Alcohol Use and Fatal Boating Accidents...................oooooiiiiiiiii 24
Section 3: Boating Law EnforcementPrograms........................................... 25
A. Financial Aid Program (Subvention Program).................ccooooiii 25
B. Marine Law Enforcement Training Program .........................ccoiiiii 26
Section 4: Boating Safety Education Programs............................... 27
A. Educational Outreach to School-Age Children ..................... 27
B. Educational Outreach to the General Public...................................... 29
C. Public Information Education through Publications............................................. 34
D. Abandoned Watercraft Abatement Program ......................oo 34
Section 5: 2007 Program Enhancementsand New Laws......................................... 35
A. Media QUEreach ... 35
B. Other Outreachtothe Public......................... 36
CoNBW LAWS e 36
Section 6: Accident DataCharts............................. 39
Glossaryof BoatingTerms.........................ooooii Inside Back Cover

www.dbw.ca.gov i



List of Exhibits

Number Title Page
ES-1 2007 California Boating Accident Summary Statistics................cooviiiii e 2
ES-2 Services Supported by the 2006/07 Financial Aid Program..............cocooiiiiiiiiiiiiiis 3
ES-3 2007 California Boating Safety Education Programs ...............ccoouiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia 4
ES-4 2007 California Boating Safety Program Enhancements and New Laws........................o.oe.ae. 6
[I-1  1980-2007 California Boating Accident Statistics ...........ooiiiiiiii e 12
[I-2 2007 California Boating Accidents by COUNTY .........o.iuitititiii i 13
[I-3  Types and Causes of 2007 California Boating Accidents by Vessel Type ...............cocoeviiiint. 14
[I-4 2007 California Boating Accidents by Location ..o 15
[I-5 2007 Registration and Accident Statistics for Open Motorboats, PWC and Other Vessels .......... 16
[1-6  1993-2007 California PWC Registrations. ............coouiiri e 17
[1-7  1993-2007 California PWC Accident Statistics .............ooiiiiiii e 18
[I-8 2007 California PWC-Related Accidents by COUNtY...........ouiuiuiiiiiiiiii i 19
[I-9 2007 California Water Skiing Accidents by Situation ... 20
[1-10  1993-2007 California Youth Operator ACCIeNtS ..........c.ooviiiii i 21
[I-11 2007 California Boating Fatalities by Type of Activity and Life Jacket Usage.......................... 22
[lI-1  Services Supported by the 2006/07 Financial Aid Program..............oooiiiiiiiiiiiii, 26
V-1 Funds Granted to Local Agencies for Abandon Watercraft Abatement - FY2006/2007............. 34

List of Charts

Number Title Page
1 Accidents by Month ... 40
2 Accidents by Day of the Week. .. ... ..o 40
3 Accidents by TIME Of DAY ......ouiuitit e 4
4 Vessels Involved in All Accidents by TYpe ... 42
5 Vessels Involved in All Accidents by Length ........ ..o 42
6 Operators Involved in All Accidents by AQe ..o 43
7 Operation at TiIMe of ACCIAENT ...t 43
8 TYPE Of ACCIRNT. ... e 44
9 Cause Of ACCIAENT ... .. e 44
10 ACCIAENT LOCATIONS. ... ettt 45
1T Water SKiNG ACCIAENTS . ... e 46
12 Rented Vessels Involved in All Accidents by Type. ..o 46
13 Ownership Status of Vessels, PWC and Open Motorboats Involved in Accidents .................... 47
14 Open Motorboats/PWC - Operators Involved in Accidents by Age ...........ccooeviiiiiiiiiiiinnn. 48
15 Open Motorboats/PWC - Type of ACCIAENT ... ..ot 48
16 Open Motorboats/PWC - Cause of ACCIdent...... ...t 49
17 Fatalities by MONth. ... 50
18 Fatalities by Day of the Week. ... ... 50
19 Fatalities by TIme Of DAy .. ..ot 51
20  Types of Vessels Involved in Fatal Accidents.......... ..o 52
21 Fatalities by Length of VESSel. .. ... ..o 52
22 Operators Involved in Fatal Accidents by Age. ... 53
23  Fatalities by Operation at Time of Accident. ... ..., 53
24 Fatalities by Type of ACCIAENt ... ..o 54
25  Fatalities by Cause of ACCIANT. ... ... vt 54
26  Fatalities by Accident LOCatioNn. ... ... ..ot 55
27 Fatalities by Age of ViCtim . ... 55
28  Fatalities by Cause of Death ... .....c.iuieiei i 56

2007 California Boating Safety Report - California Department of Boating and Waterways





